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No. LVI.
To R. GRAHAM, O/FINTRY,

SIR,

WHEN I had the honour of being in-
troduced to you at Athole-house, I did not
think so soon of asking a favour of you. When
Lear, in Shakespeare, asks old Kent why he
wished to be in his service, he answers, tc Be-
cause you have that In your face which I could
like to call master." For some such reason, Sir,
do I now solicit your patronage. You know,
I dare say, of an application I lately made to
your Board to be admitted an officer of excise.
I have, according to form, been examined by a
supervisor, and to-day I gave in his certificate,
with a request for an order for instructions. In
this affair, if I succeed, I am afraid I shall but
too much need a patronizing friend. Propriety
of conduct as a man, and fidelity and attention
as an officer, I dare engage for ; but with any
thing like business, except manual labour, I am
totally unacquainted.            .                      i -

I had